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The Rawlinson Middle School Orchestra Program
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I am a valued and cherished member of this organization because of the unique and special
qualities that only | possess

Each day I will choose to use my talents, abilities, and character qualities to enhance my own
growth and to nurture the growth of my fellow classmates

In every moment | will choose to behave in a manner that is consistent with my character

In every situation | have the ability to choose my own response. My response will either
conform to or contradict the internal set of values which governs my life

I have the power to create my own environment by the choices | make in each moment. | am
not a victim of anyone or anything. | do exactly what | want to do -- no more, no less







| HOW TO CONTACT THE DIRECTOR I
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YOU MAY E-MAIL ME AT THE FOLLOWING ADDRESS:
3 o3

WRITE A NOTE
! 3 % !
% % 3

CALL DURING MY CONFERENCE TIME

! % % 3

% ; % ! 3
' % %- - 3

! 2 < 867.=>?.9>77




Rawlinson Orchestra
2007-2008 Tentative Calendar

27- First Day of School
30- Fundraiser Kick off(Brochure Sales)
31- Handbook Forms Due

3- Labor Day, Student Holiday

4-Orchestra Parent Meeting@ 7:00P.M. in Orchestra Room
10- Sectional Rehearsals start

14- Money Due for Fundraiser

21- Back to School Party@ Peter Piper Pizza 5:00-7:00

13- Possible Orchestra Picnic

5- Orchestra Fall Concert 7:00 p.m.
19-23 Thanksgiving Holiday
30-Region Auditions

1- Region Auditions

10- Region Sectional Rehearsal Times: TBA
11- Orchestra Winter Concert 7:00 P.M.
21- Deck the Halls (Advanced Group Only)

11-Back to School Party Times TBA
21- Martin Luther King Day (No School)
31- Region Dinner 5:30-7:00

2- UIL Practice Marathon(Chamber and Symphonic Groups)
22- UIL Orchestra Clinic 4:00-5:30 in Orchestra Room

7- UIL Orchestra Clinic 4:30-8:00 Dinner Provided
11-12 M.S. Orchestra UIL Times:TBA

25- Chamber Performs for PTA

29- DC Music Festival/Six Flags

22- Patri-Arts @ Rawlinson

13 -Spring Concert/Orchestra Awards
23- End Of Year Party
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| GRADING AND ATTENDANCE POLICY I

GRADING PROCEDURES:
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BEGINNING ORCHESTRA
COURSE OBJECTIVES AND GRADING PROCEDURES
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OBJECTIVES FOR BEGINNERS

;3 o / 3
E3 "% % 3

3 " /3

>3 " 3

673 " ' 3
663 " -3

683 " ' ' '3

GRADING PROCEDURES

7@ - )/l %% &
1) 3
8@ - )/ ! %% 1/
* 44 1/ 3
8@ - )/ ! %% - 3" 1

% /-3 ! 1
3




CHAMBER(advanced) AND SYMPHONIC(intermediate)
COURSE OBJECTIVES AND GRADING PROCEDURES

COURSE OBJECTIVES
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EXPECTATIONS
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| CLASSROOM EXPECTATIONS I
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These “rules” are meant to protect you and your equipment and to insure that the
Rawlinson Middle School Patriot Orchestra is the BEST!

Nothing we have done in the past will ever be good enough again!

START-UP FEES

School-Owned Instrument Rental - $30.00

Program Operation Fees

Each student in the Rawlinson Orchestras will be responsible for a program operations
fee of $25.00, which has been established by the Booster Club and Orchestra director.
It covers orchestra t-shirts, the handbook, music covers, and assorted supplies.

Supply Fee
Classroom supply fee (Orchestra Polo Shirt)
$25.00
Fundraising

e The philosophy is that each middle school student will share an equal part of the
financial responsibility of funding orchestra program expenses not provided by the
district. Some of these expenses include special music arrangements, contest entry
fees, instruments, equipment and repair not provided by the NISD, clinician fees,
field trip, food and drinks for orchestra activities, scholarships and orchestra club
administration costs such as printing and postage. Students are encouraged
fundraise for these expenses. The Booster Club sponsors one fundraiser a year in
the Fall.
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‘ ORCHESTRA ROOM PROCEDURES I
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|ACADEMIC ELIGIBILITY RULES (NO PASS-NO PLAY) I

RESPONSIBILITIES
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| ORCHESTRA PLACEMENT AND REQUIREMENTS I

Each student’s orchestra placement is determined by a live audition and an evaluation of their previous
year’s performance. All 7th and 8th grade orchestras are full year commitments. Students are expected
to remain in orchestra for both semesters.

Chamber Orchestra-

Composed of mostly 7" and 8th grade students. This is Rawlinson’s most

advanced orchestra official school representative. They will perform often
throughout the year and compete in upper level Invitational Festivals.

Activities include:

» Before or after school sectionals

e Fall Concert in October

e AllI-City and All-Region orchestra auditions (Saturdays)
e Winter Concert (December)

e Solo and Ensemble contest (Saturday in February)
e Occasional evening clinics and rehearsals

e Pre-UIL Concert (Weeknight in April)

e UIL Concert and Sight-reading Contest

e Invitational contests

e Recruiting Concerts (usually during the day)

e Spring Concert (May)

e Practice marathons

OTHER GENERAL REQUIREMENTS:

e Purchase of an informal orchestra polo shirt.

e Daily home practice

e Remain eligible for extra-curricular activities (pass all classes every 6 weeks)
e sectionals

e Maintain a positive attitude and a strong work ethic

THESE ACTIVITIES SHOULD NOT BE CONSIDERED OPTIONAL. THEY ARE
REQUIREMENTS FOR MEMBERSHIP IN THE CHAMBER ORCHESTRA. YOU
SHOULD NOT ACCEPT A POSITION IN THE CHAMBER ORCHESTRA IF THE
COMMITTMENT CANNOT BE MADE.




SYMPHONIC ORCHESTRA- Composed of 6", 7" and 8" grade students. This
orchestra will have some of the same responsibilities as chamber. Symphonic
orchestra will perform on its own in competition, and concerts.

Activities include:

e Before or after school sectionals

e Fall Concert in October

« AllI-City and All-Region orchestra auditions (Saturdays in the fall)
e Winter Concert (December)

e Solo and Ensemble Contest (Saturday in February)
e Occasional Evening clinics and rehearsals

e Pre-UIL concert (Weeknight in April)

e UIL Concert and Sight-reading Contest

e Invitational Contests

e Spring Concert (May)

e Practice Marathons

OTHERE GENERAL REQUIREMENTS:

e Purchase of an informal orchestra polo shirt (approx. $20.00)

e Daily home practice

e Remain eligible for extra-curricular activities (pass all classes every 6 weeks)
e Maintain a positive attitude and a strong work ethic

PARTICIPATION IN THESE ACTIVITIES SHOULD NOT BE CONSIDERED
OPTIONAL. THEY ARE REQUIREMENTS FOR MEMBERSHIP IN THE SYMPHONIC
ORCHESTRA. YOU SHOULD NOT ACCEPT A POSITION IN THE SYMPHONIC
ORCHESTRA IF THE COMMITMENT CANNOT BE MADE.

Materials at School Everyday

Instrument

Rosin (Cello and Bass students should have rosin for their school and
home instruments.)

Soft cloth

Pencil (on stand)

Music in music binder with book

Shoulder Rest for Violin and Viola

Additional Materials for Home

Music Stand
Metronome




| Q. |

Concert uniforms will be issued to each individual student. The uniforms include black tuxedo
pants and shirt. The student will also receive a cumber bun and bow tie. Hose, black socks,
black shoes are not provided and are the responsibility of the student. Students may also
choose to buy their own tuxedo shirt. Uniforms that are checked out by the student must be
cleaned and returned in a plastic cover with the cleaning receipt within one week after the final
concert of the year. Failure to return the uniform will result in a unclear status with the school.

‘ SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT I

From the Northside 1.S.D. Performing Arts Department

Audience manners are based upon respect for the performers and for others in the
audience, and are nothing more than expressions of courtesy. Unfortunately, young people in
today’s society are seldom exposed to formal concert situations and are often not aware of these
standards for appropriate behavior.

By following these guidelines, you can set a proper example for our students and will
make the concert more enjoyable for all. Thank you for your assistance.

e Avoid entering or leaving the room during a performance. If you must leave, move only
between selections.

e Applause is welcomed, but whistling or cheering is considered inappropriate for a formal
concert.

e Talking should be avoided during a performance.

e Attention should be directed to the performer at all times.




| Rawlinson Middle School Private Lesson Program I
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| Private Lesson Sign-up Form I
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| Conclusion and Items to Return I

In the introduction to this handbook we stated that we want the best of all
possible outcomes for all of our students and our ensembles this year. Adherence
to the expectations contained within this handbook and the exercise of common
sense will help us to achieve our goal of musical excellence through team effort.
The concept of a team is captured in the acronym, T.E.A.M. “Together everyone
achieves more”. Orchestras are a “team” of a sort — a group of people acting
together as one.

We will refer to this handbook periodically throughout the year. Please sign
the “Acknowledgement Form” and have your child return it to his/her director by
Friday, August 27, 2003. If your child wishes to begin private lessons, fill out that
form and return it as well. If you are using a school instrument, please return that
form along with the money.

I look forward to working with you and your child during their time here at
Rawlinson, and it is our hope to make this a musical experience that will last a
lifetime.




SCHOOL-OWNED INSTRUMENT CHECKOUT FORM
Rawlinson Middle School Orchestra

Student Name: Home Phone:
Address:

City: State Zip
Mother’s Name Work Phone:
Father’s Name Work Phone:

This is to certify that | am using a school-owned instrument. |
understand and will observe the guidelines concerning the use of my
school-owned instrument.

Signed Date
Rawlinson Orchestra Student

| have read the guidelines for using a school-owned instrument and
understand how it applies to my child.

Signed Date
Rawlinson Orchestra Parent/Guardian

Check for $30 Should Be Payable to:

Rawlinson Middle School
Attach check to this form




|Raw|inson Orchestra Handbook Acknowledgement 2007—2008'
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1/we have read and understand the Rawlinson Orchestra Handbook, and 1/we
agree to abide by its expectations and policies.







